
His Grace Bishop Daniel, Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Sydney metropolitan 

Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ 

While the wounds of Our Lady of Deliverance Church, at the hands of the indiscriminate 
terrorism in Baghdad, had not healed yet, events quickly took us to a new wound in the 
body of Christ in the form of a bloody bombing in front of the  Saints Church in the city of 
Alexandria, Egypt. No less than its predecessor in barbarism, the tragedy blended the 
blood of St. Mark in Alexandria with the blood of Mar Mari in Mesopotamia and joined the 
martyrs of  Saints Church with the martyrs of Our Lady of Deliverance. The two similar 
events took place during Holy Mass, transitioning the faithful praying in front of the sacred 
altar to the altar of martyrdom. The two operations targeted the civilisation, humanity and 
roots of our two peoples.

Warmly, I extend to you and through you to His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, Pope of 
Alexandria and Patriarch of Saint Mark Episcopate, and the sons of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church in general, sincere condolences of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of 
the East, Australia, New Zealand and Lebanon parishes, and express our regret and deep 
sorrow for the loss of our fellow Copts. 

It is time now for the Christian churches as a whole, to stand together to defeat the culture 
of violence, discrimination and intolerance set by the enemies of humanity and peace who 
exploit and disseminate ignorance in the minds of vulnerable people due to their 
environment of poverty. As Christians, there is no other choice but union to overstep the 
conflicts of the obsolescent past towards reconciliation, and to stand as brothers, members  
of one body of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, King of Peace. 

It is incumbent upon us to stand united, shoulder to shoulder, facing the horror of what we 
see and what is happening to us. Let us lift our hearts to pray with each other in solidarity 
so that peace can flourish in the face of terrorism, security replaces the conflicts and the 
blood of our martyrs becomes the light that unites us; the Christians. Our churches will 
always remain the salt of the earth and our faithful remain the corner stone of the glittering 
cultural, scientific and humanitarian service to mankind. 

Our deep sorrow for this terrorist act that left its mark during the celebratory days of 
Christmas and the New Year. We reiterate our rejection of all forms of ideological and 
religious extremism and racial intolerance. We call for a culture of dialogue and peaceful 
coexistence and the protection of our children, wherever they are. 

We bid the martyrs immense divine mercy, and may the Lord Almighty bless the wounded 
with a speedy recovery and protect our churches in Egypt, Iraq and everywhere from the 
risk of terrorist snare.

Our prayers are for the sparkle of peace to remain bright for the establishment of security 
throughout the globe.  

Mar Meelis Zaia
Metropolitan of the Assyrian Church of the East 
Diocese of Australia, New Zealand and Lebanon


