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Mar Aprem visiting the Patriarchate on 20 July 2011.
Left to Right: Fr. Khoshaba Buza, H. H. MARDINKHA 1V,

Mar Aprem and Fr. Antwan Latchin.
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Editorial TheFifth Family

TheAssyrian Church of the East isthe ol dest autocepha ous Churchintheeasternworld. This
factisknowntothescholarsof al churches. Despitetheglorioushistory of the Church of the East
and theongoing suffering of itsfaithful, one Eastern churchin particular continuesto object tothe
inclusion of theAssyrian Church of the East inthe Middle East Council of Churches(MECC).

The MECC recognisesonly four familiesof churches; the Roman Catholic family, the Eastern
Orthodox, the Oriental Orthodox and the Protestant churches.

A rethinking of thisfour-family formulationisnow made. The General Secretary Mgr. Piotor
Mazurkiewiez of the Commission of the Bishops conference of the European Community writes,
“Thefifthfamily isoneof theoldest and themost self contained of the Middle Eastern Churches’.
A conference hasbeen called for 18 and 19 November 2011 in Kadlik, Lebanonto discussthe
future of the Christiansin the Middle East. Obviously the Assyrian Church of the East was
invited.

By the eleventh century, the Assyrian Church of the East wastheworld’ s most far-reaching
geographicd church. Shehasavenerablehistory in spreading thegospel of Christ to the East of
the Euphrates River andinto thefarthest reaches of Almighty God'scregtion. Many persecutions
and misfortunes have however reduced the Church of the East to afragment of itsearly numerical
and geographica might.

Therole played by theAssyrian Church of the East, erroneoudy called the* Nestorian Church’,
cannot be denied or minimized. In hisfamous book, Nestorian Missionary Enterprise, John
Sewart callstheAssyrian Church of the East, a* Church on Fire', referring to the expanse of its
missionary enterprise. Thereisno doubt that the Church of the East should have aprominent
placeinthestudy of Christian history and mission.

Regrettably, littleisknowntoday amongst thewider public about the magnificent history of the
Church. Indeed, many priestsand bishopsin other churchesoften ask me, “What isthe origin of
your church?” Our faithful must learn then to propagatethehistory andteachingsof our forefathers.

It cannot beforgotten that wherethe history of our Churchiswell understood, namely amongst
our sister churchesintheMiddle East, greater understanding and acceptance must abound. The
acceptanceof a‘Fifth Family’ by the Commission of the Bishops Conference of the European
Community isan important step in the direction towardsthisgreater understanding and accep-
tance of our most ancient and holy Church.

Mar Aprem




Silver JubileeYouth

Conference

The 2011 Assyrian Church of the East Annual
Youth Conference, hosted by St. Mary’sPar-
ishof LosAngees, Californiahasproudly cel-
ebrateditssilver anniversary.

The conference, held from 29 June—4 July at
theWarner Center Marriott, hosted 300 youth
membersaongwith severa priestsfromdiffer-
ent parishesaround the nation.

Attendeeswere honored with the presence of
HisBeatitude Dr. Mar Aprem, Metropolitan of
Malabar and India; His Grace Mar Aprim
Khamis, Bishop of Western USA; His Grace
Mar AwaRoyd, Bishop of Cdlifornia; and Sis-
ter Dr. Jincy of India.

Thisyear’sconferencethemewas* Transfor-
mation”, withthefocuson Romans12:2—“Do
not conform to the pattern of thisworld, but be
transformed by therenewing of your mind. Then
youwill beabletotest and approvewhat God's
will is—Hisgood, pleasing and perfect will.”

Leading the bible study sessions were Cor-
episcopaGewargis Tomaof Chicago, lllinois;
Rev. Genard Lazar of Sydney, Australia; Rev.
Lawrence Namato of San Jose, Cdifornia; and
Deacon JamesDarmo of LosAngeles, Cdlifor-
nia

On Friday, HisBestitude Mar A prem presented
his speech on our churchesof India, followed
by Sister Dr. Jincy who presented her speech
on the promoation of the vocation of monastic
lifein our church.

Intheevening, St. Mary’ syouth hosted an el -
egant banquet dinner held at theMarriott Ban-
quet Hall during which each youth participant
was awarded ameda of honor alongwithtwo
newly published books, oneof whichiswritten
by His Grace Mar AwaRoyel andtitled Mys-
teriesof the Kingdom, written to educate about
the seven sacraments of our Church.

After aday-long trip to the Disneyland Resort
inAnaheim, Californiaon Saturday, theyouth
dedicated Sunday to numerousevents.

Before commencing the Sunday morning Eu-
charigtic Liturgy, the ordination of two Readers
took place, one of whom was ayouth confer-
ence participant, Robert Ishoo.

A goodbyepicnicwasheda LakeBaboaPark,
followed by an evening of horsd’ oeuvres by
thepool, friendly gamesin thebanquet hal and
aclosing prayer by Rev. Gewargis Rasho.

Youth conferenceisabout building astrong and
everlasting relationship with Jesus Christ. We
hopethat every youth member went homewith
anew spiritual outlook onlife.

Patriarchal Apostolic
Sojournto
Canada & Australia

July 27— August 18 and
September 1 — October 10, 2011
Vigit to Canada

- Leaving Chicago towards Toronto on
Wednesday July 27, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbanawill be
celebrated at Saint Mary’sCathedrd in Toronto
onthe 1% Sunday of Summer, July 31, 2011.

- Leaving Toronto towardsWindsor on Thurs-
day, August 4, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbanawill be
celebrated on Saturday August 6, 2011 on
the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration at Saint
Thomas ChurchinWindsor.

- Leaving Windsor on Saturday August 6, 2011
towardsL ondon, Ontario. The Mystery of the
Holy Qurbanawill be celebrated on the Sec-
ond Sunday of Summer onAugust 7, 2011in
Saint ZaiaChurchinLondon.
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- Leaving London, Ontario towards Hamilton
on Wednesday August 10, 2011. The Mystery
of theHoly Qurbanawill be celebrated onthe
Third Sunday of Summer in the Saint Mari
ChurchinHamilton onAugust 14, 2011.

- Leaving Hamilton towards Toronto on Sun-
day August 14, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbana will be
celebrated for the Commemoration of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Monday August 15,
2011 in Saint Mary Churchin Toronto.

- Leaving Toronto towards Chicago on Thurs-
day August 18, 2011.

Vigit to Australia

H.H. Mar DinkhalV, CatholicosPatriarch will
conduct an Apostolic Sojournto theArchdio-
ceseof Austraiaat theinvitation of H.B. Mar
Meelis Zaia Metropolitan and Mr. Yokania
Ezekid, principd of theAssyrian Church School
inSydney.

- Leaving Chicago towards Californiaon Sep-
tember 1, 2011.

- Leaving San Francisco towards Sydney on
Monday September 5, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbanawill be
celebrated in Rabban Hurmizd Cathedra onthe
First Sunday of Elijah on September 11, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbana will be
celebratedin Saint Mary’sChurch, Fairfieldon
the First Sunday of the Crossand Fourth Sun-
day of Elijah on September 18.

- Blessingsand giftswill be presented to the
graduates of theMar Narsal Assyrian College
on Wednesday September 21, 2011 at 7:00pm
inEdessaHall.

- Leaving Sydney towards Melbourne on Fri-
day September 23, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbana will be
celebrated on the Second Sunday of Elijahin
M elbourne on September 25, 2011.

- Leaving Me bournetowards Sydney onMon-
day September 26, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbanawill be
cedebrated onthe Third Sunday of Elijahin Saint
Hurmizd Cathedral on October 2, 2011.

- Leaving Sydney towards California on
Wednesday October 5, 2011.

- The Mystery of the Holy Qurbanawill be
celebrated in Mar Yosip Khnanisho Churchon
the Second Sunday of the Cross on October 9,
2011.

- Leaving Cdliforniatowards Chicago on
Monday October 10, 2011.

Chrigtians reach broad
consensus on appropriate
missionary conduct
28 June 2011

Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious
World: Recommendationsfor Conduct”, &
five-pagedocument on theconduct of mis-
sion “ accor dingtogospel principles’, was
released during a public presentation on
Tuesday 28 June at the Ecumenical Cen-
trein Geneva, Switzerland.

The recommendations regarding respectful
behaviour onthe part of missionaries, evange-
listsand other witnesseswhen sharingthe Chris-
tianfaithwereissued following afive-year se-
riesof consultationsamong the World Council
of Churches(WCC), the Pontifical Council for
Inter-religious Dialogue (PCID) of the Roman
Catholic Church and theWorld Evangdlica Al-
liance (WEA).

Thethreebodiesinclude Orthodox, Cathoalic,
Anglican, Protestant, Evangelical, Pentecostal
and independent churches with a combined
membership of sometwo billion peoplerepre-
senting nearly 90 percent of theworld' sChris-
tians
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son Thettayil with wife and son are meetlng Mar Aprem after
Holy Qurbana in Yonkers, New York on 25 July 2011.

mWem in Youth Conference

ﬁ_ Aprem w1th Kurian : : :
~ Cheeran’s children in New Jersey itheiiabastkhananisho in
Los Angeles
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MissAkhina M ooken Wins
MissIndia Canada

TheToronto-areagirl defeated 15 contenders
from across Canadato win the crown at the
21% annual MissIndia-Canada Pageant here.

Oneof themgjor cultural eventsof the Indo-
Canadian community across Canada, the an-
nual beauty pageant drawsahugeresponseas
it featureshigh-voltagemusical performances,
songs, cawaksand quizzing of the contestants.

Nineteen-year-old AkhinaM ooken, who was
finally crowned MissIndia-Canada, will have
afreetriptoIndia, apart from variousawards.

Bestowing the crown on her, event organi zer
Sanjay Agnihotri said Mookenwill work with
varioussocid organizationsin Canadaand In-
dia

After 21 yearsof thiscontestitisthefirsttimea
South Indiangirl iswinner. Sheisfrom Kerala,
from Trichur from the Mooken family. Her fa-
ther Dharmo M ooken isthe second cousin of
Mar Aprem Mooken, Metropolitan of India.
Dharmo’s maternal grandfather islate O.T.
Inasu the only Athletha of the Church of the
EastinIndia. AkhinaMooken’sonly brother
Akhil Mookenisapoliceofficerin Toronto.

Photo is on cover page 2.

Assyrian Church Scholars
articipate in Syriac
Symposum
By Joseph Hawell (Mebourne)
Www.hews.assyrianchurch.com

Assyrian Church of the East scholarshave par-
ticipated in the 6" North American Syriac Sym-
posium, convened at DukeUniversity in USA.
Held between 26-29 Junein North Carolina,
the symposium saw morethan 75 Syriac ex-

perts and scholars come together under the
theme" Syriac Encounters’.

Papers presented at the symposium examined
theformation of communal identity, construc-
tion of tradition, language contact, and rligious
conversation within Syriac Chridtianity and be-
tween Syriac Chrigtianity and other traditions.

His Grace Mar Emmanuel Joseph, Bishop of
Canada, and the Rev’ d Sister Jincy Othottil
Ulahannan of the Order of MarthMariam Sis-
ters, Kerala, Indiawere participating represen-
tativesof theAssyrian Church of the East.

His Grace Mar Emmanuel Joseph of Canada
presented apaper entitled Monastic Dressin al
Memra attributed to John bar Penkéyc. His
Graceholdstwo Mastersdegreesin Divinity
andinNear and Middle Eastern Civilizations.
Heispresently adoctoral candidateat the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

TheRev'd Sigter Jincy’ spaper wasentitled Li-
turgical Theology of St. Mary intheEast Syriac
Perspective.

Sigter Jincy holdsBachd or and Magter of Com-
mercedegreesfrom Calicut University. Shedso
holdsaMaster of Syriac Languageand Litera
tureandaPhD in SyriacfromMahamaGandhi
University. Sr. Jincy ispresently the Principal
of the Chaldean Syrian Collegeof theAssyrian
Church of the East in East Fort, Thrissur.

Californian Capital
RecognizesAssyrian
artyrs Day
By Joseph Haweil (Mebourne)
WWW.news.assyrianchurch.com
TheCity of Sacramento, capital of California,

has passed aresolution recognising 7 August
asAssyrian MartyrsRemembrance Day.

Theresolution, officidly passed on 26 July 2011,
particularly noted the history of the Assyrian
Genocide and its 2007 recognition by theln-
ternational Association of Genocide Scholars.
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In accepting the resol ution from Sacramento
City Council, His Grace Mar Awa Royel,
Bishop of Cdifornia, thanked the City of Sac-
ramento and noted the* past sufferings, perse-
cutions[and] genocide committed against the
Assyrians, Christiansof Mesopotamia, thein-
digenous people of modernday Irag.”

“Inrecent history the suffering of the Assyrian
Christiansbegan at theturn of the 20th century
when during the First World War, theimperial
Ottoman government carried out asystematic
genocide of theAssyrians, theArmeniansand
the Pontic Greeks,” said HisGrace.

“Later in 1933 theroyal government of Iraq
carried out the massacre of the Assyrians at
Semele, inNorthernlrag.”

Concluding hisremarks, the Bishop of Cdlifor-
nia discussed the present persecution of
AssyriansintheMiddle East, observing, “ill
today, theAssyrian Christians of Iragin par-
ticular andintheMiddle East at large are per-
ls;cgted and driven out of their ancestral home-

Assyrian MartyrsDay isheld worldwideon 7
August annudly.

Shrinefor Patriarchsand
Bishops

A shrinefor Assyrian Patriarchsand Bishops
has been erected in Montrose Cemetery, Chi-
cago, lllinois(withupto 15 spacesfor future
burials). This shrineis needed as Assyrians
churchesand Bishopsarearedity inthe USA.
Theshrinein Chicago statesthat it iserected
‘during the Patriarchate of HisHolinessMar
DinkhalV, CatholicosPatriarch.’ H.H. thelate
Mar Eshai Shimun, Catholicos Patriarch was
buriedin Californiain November 1975. Mar
Narsai DeBaz, late Metropolitan of Lebanon
was buried in Chicagoin February 2010.

Thisbeautiful shrine, congtructedinmarblewas
dedicated by Dr. Norman Solhkhah and
Dr. Edison Ishayaon Friday 29 July 2011.

Commemor ation of Saint
Yosip Khnanisho inKirkuk

Theyouth association of St George Churchin
Kirkuk, Iraq have successfully drawn together

local youthsthrough athree-part seriesof edu-
cational presentations.

Thepresentations, given over numerousweeks,
covered variousdiscussontopics, included dra-
matic plays of many genres and welcomed
hymnsand lecturesoffered by church members.

Thethird messageinthe series, held onthe 14
July, coincided with thecommemoration day of
Saint Yosip Khnanisho according tothe calen-
dar of theAssyrian Church of the East.

A comedy dramawas performed, followed by
aprogram of cultural, scientific and religious
lecturesalowing constructive debates between
twoteams.

ThefunHfilled and educationd day wasdescribed

as an opportunity to gather the youth of the

church from the dangerous streets of the city

Endcijnto theloving and peaceful house of the
ord.

Bishop Mar Odisho
Oraham in JonkOpping

Parishionersof St Mary Churchin Jonkopping,
Sweden havewd comed HisGraceMar Odisho
Oraham, Bishop of Europe.

Onarriving, HisGracewaswarmly welcomed
by Rev. Daniel Shimon along with many dea-
consand committee membersof the parish.

His Grace consecrated the Eucharistic Liturgy
at St Mary Church on 31 July, the commemo-
ration date of the Feast of Nosarde'| (God'
Feast), which celebratesthe Assyrian nation’s
conversion and subsequent baptisminto Chris-
tianity.

At the conclusion of the offering of Holy,
Qurbana, the parishionersfelowshippedinthe
church hal wherethey sharedinan open bresgk-
fastinhonor of HisGrace'svisit.

In his keynote message, His Grace updated
pari shli onersonthe Eastern Churchesmeetings
InBelin.

During hisvisit to the southern Swedish city,
HisGracevisited many homesof parishionerg
before departing for the Episcopal See of
Stockholm.

HisGracewill visit many European parishes
during an upcoming five-week sojourn.
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LOSANGELESTO
DUBAI

via Chicago and New York
Mar Aprem Metropolitan

From Cochin to Los Angeles

OnMonday 27" June2011, | |eft Thrissur early
inthemorning andreechedtheinternationd air-
portinCochininlessthan onehour. Flyingfrom
Cochin | reached Dubai Airport three hours
later. Dubai’sairportisvery longanditistire-
someto go to the gate of departure to board
theL osAngdesflight. Thereforel had requested
for thewheelchair service. Therefore, thete-
diousnature of international travel ismadea
littlemore comfortablefor the old and the sick.

Therewere other passengerswho weretrying
to get into our threewheeler car. But the staff
said, “We are paid by another company, we
arehelpless. Wewill lose our job if we show
sympathy to other old passengerswho are not
listed with our company.”

Whenweboarded theflight to LosAngeleswe
knew that it was going to be along non-stop
flight of over 15 hours. Upon reaching our des-
tination | got the help of thewheel chair once
again. Thereforewithout muchwaitinginthe
long queuefor immigration wewerewheded
through ashort cut meant for diplomatic per-
sonndl aswell astheill.

When my whedl chair cameout of the security
areabeforeall other passengersthe priest of
our parish Cor-episcopa George Rasho and
DeaconWadter werewaiting for me. | told them
| amnot sick. | just took advantage of my old
ageto get the services of thewhed chair. If dll
passengersabove 71 request thewhedl chair
serviceitwill anincreased burden upontheair-
lines

Silver Jubilee of the Youth
Conference

TheAssyrian Youth Conferencewasagrand
success. Cor-episcopa George Rasho, priest
of theLosAngelesparish alongwith hiswife
Helenand four daughterswereworking day and
night for the success of thisbig event. Hisel-
dest daughter Christinewasthelocd incharge.

My presentation wasabout themodern Church
of the East in Indiaincluding statisticsand the
present plansof our churchwith help of thetwo
young bishopsMar Yohannan Yoseph and Mar|
Awgin Kuriakose both living in Trichur and
supervising 15 parishes each under the Arch-
diocese of India. Many people asked formal
andinformal questionsabout the ChurchinIn-
dia. Somearewell informed about the activi-
tiesthrough the oice of the East bi-monthly,
as well as the through the website
www.churchoftheeastindia.org.

Rev. Dr. Sr. Jincy also gaveatalk encouraging
vocation among young people. She had at-
tended the Youth Conferencein San Josetwo
yearsearlier dso. Last year Bishop Mar Awgin
Kuriakose attended the conference. Sujo Jos,
daughter of the priest in Madras Rev. Jos
Konikarahad attended the conferencelast year.

The 300 youth from our different parisheswere
happy to hear about our churchinIndiaandthe
many activitiesgoing on. Asthe CatholicosPa
triarch did not comethisyear owingto hisbusy|
schedulel had theprivilegeof celebrating Holy,
Qurbanaon July 39in &t. Mary’sChurch. As
therenovated churchisnot compl eted yet we
consecrated the Holy Qurbanain the adjacent
reception hdl. Bishop Dr. Mar AwaRoyd gave
the homily and Bishop Mar Aprim Khamis
hel ped meto do the 20 minutes of bending and
kneeling during theliturgy. Wethree bishops
gave the sacrament of Qurbanain three sec-
tions.
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From the Indian Church Varghese, son of
Vengassery Anthony Master cameto attend the
Holy Qurbana. Although there were cor-
episcopas and priestsand many deaconsthey
could not stand inthedtar dueto lack of space.
Six deacons and one cor-episcopaand three
bishops conducted the service.

Bishop Mar Aprim Khamisordained two sub
deacons, one of whom was already aReader.
Many young people comeforward to be dea
cons. Both these young deaconswere aready
graduates. Most of the new deacons are edu-
cated; Deacon Rauman who attended Holy
Qurbanain Indiaon my 70" birthday isfinish-
ing hisexamsto become aChartered Accoun-
tant. Although werefer tothisqualification as
CA,Americanscal it CPA.

Deacon Pathrose DDS of San Joseisaden-
tist. He donated $10,000 for the Youth Con-
ference (four and ahalf lakh rupees - nearly
half amillion rupees). Of coursedentisssmake
alot of money in Americabut adesireto do-
nateisspecia gift from God. Hiswife showed
her family Bibleand asked measwell asBishop
Mar Aprim Khamistowritesomethinginit for
remembrance.

Vidtsto I ndian Homes

| wasabletovisit Dr. Catharyn Mani, dentist
daughter of Maney Paul as well as Dianne,
daughter of Architect Chandy Francis.

In San Diego | stayed in the house of my
younger brother Addison Mooken. | baptized
Dylan, son of Dr. Miki, second daughter of my
eldest brother Dr. Joe M ooken on Sunday 10
July inthenewly consecrated Rabban Hurmizd
Churchin San Diego.

OnWednesday July 6th | wasinvited to have
supper inthehomeof Rev. Ashur D. aKhouri,

priest of our parish in Orange County. | had
visited Qasha'shousein Beirut in 1962 before
hewasborn. Hisuncle, Deacon Israel Khouri
whom | later met ascor-episcopainAustralia,
wasmy guidein 1962 intaking metothechurch
inBerut aswell asthe house of aleader of the
Assyrian community Mr. AvrahamAziz. Rev.
Ashur’sgrandfather Rev. Pathrose Khoury of
Tkhumatribe was awell known person. He
cametowork in USA and died there.

Thatiswhy | decided tovist hishomein Beirut
when| wasretuning after my studiesin England
onaWorld Council of Churches scholarship.
Beirut was beautiful and prosperousin 1962.
But when | visited Beirut asaguest of thelate
Mar Narsai Metropolitanin March 1998 the
Situation had changed from bad toworse. Even
now thefutureisnot bright for Chrigtians.

| was happy to spend timewith QashaAshur
and hiswifeand threeboys. All threeboysare
soccer players. Oneof theboysisnamed David
after grand father; my father’snamewasa so
David (or Devassy inMalaydamdidect). Sol
felt at homeinthat family. QashaAshurisan
engineer by profession. Heisan architect. He
was serving the Church asadeaconinan hon-
orary capacity. But when the priest of the St.
Paul’s Parish in Orange County Rev. Gaby
Brakhiadied suddenly the parishwaswithout g
priest. Bishop Mar Aprim Khamiswho hasthe
charge of thethree parishesin Southern Cali-
forniatrained himasapriest and ordained him
totherank of apriest. Now Rev. Ashur isnot
only abuilder of churchesand buildings, but &
builder of souls. Hetold methat he converted
one GuptafromIndiaand baptized himto Chris-
tianity by the name Peter.

Rev. Ashur hasbuilt agood rel ationship with
theneighboring churches Itisinterestingto note
that these ecumenical friendsinclude Bishop
Serapion of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Itis
ahigtorica fact that therewasgreat enmity be-
tween Cyril of Alexandra and Nestorius of
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Constantinople during the Council of Ephesus
in431A.D.

Holy Qurbana and Baptism
In San Diego

On Sunday 10 July | celebrated Holy Qurbana
inthenew Churchin Green Valley in San Di-
ego. TheChurchisonly 3milesfromthehouse
of Addisonin GreenValley. Itisonthemain
road and agood location with plenty of space
for the parking of cars. The cost of thischurch
was $800,000. It was soldto uswhen afemale
African-American Protestant pastor died |eav-
ing acongregation which her children did not
wish to continue serving. Therefore, themem-
bersjoined other neighboring churches.

Our congregation isonly 100 families. This
church has more than sufficient spacefor our
members. Our peoplearerenovatingit. There
isenough room downstairsfor ahall and class
roomsfor Sunday school.

On Saturday evening | had gonetothat church
and conducted evening prayer known as
Ramsha in our Church. In addition to the par-
ish priest Rev. Yokhanna Jebba, Rev. Pathrose
was a so there. Both these priestshad | eft the
Chaldean Catholic Church and joined our
Church. Rev. Pathrose told me that hewas a
parish priestin Viennaand other placesin Eu-
rope.

On Monday 11 July Addison drove meto the
LosAngelesAirport from hishomein Green
Valley, San Diego. Weplannedtoleaveat 5.30
am. Thenwedecided it would be adequateto
leaveat 6.00 am. inorder to reach theairport
at 8.30 am. When we arrived at the airport
we decided to check in at the kerb. Unfortu-
nately we had no seat number assigned to me.
So the man who checked the baggage said he
would issue aboarding passand | should pro-
ceed to the gate to get the seat assigned one
hour prior to the departure of theflight.

In order to check inthe one suitcase| had to
pay $25. The man who does the check in at
theKerbinssted that | should produce acredit
card or debit card. | have never had credit
cardsinmy life. Addison used hiscredit card.
Thusthe bag was checked in. Addison advised
meto get acredit card beforemy next foreign
trip. Nevertheless | have ahunch that credit
cardswill drag oneinto debts.

To O’'Harein Chicago

| flew to Chicago on 11 July. Kando Makko
and Joe Jacob werewaiting at theairport. “ Are
younotanilnaya?’ That questionamused him.
| remember that he told me some years ago
that hisfather wasthelate Deacon Benjamin
Jacab of Flint, Michigan. Deacon Benjamin
Jacob was a cousin or uncle of Mar Thoma
Darmo, former MetropolitaninIndia Theterm
‘ilnaye’ referstoindividualsfrom Eyil village,
whichiscdosetothevillageof Mar Bhishowhere
thelateMar Abimalek Timotheuswasbornin
1878.

| sayedintheparsonageat the St. Mary Church
in Roselle, near Chicago. Last year when
Bishop Mar Awgin camefor the Youth Confer-
ence hestayedinthesamebuilding. Sincethen
nobody has been residing in that building.
Thereforethey had to repair theair conditioner|
updtairs.

Mr. Kando Makko and hiswife Emily were
taking good care of me. Mr. Kandoisretired
and hastimeto devotefor the church. Emily,
had been a house wife all along and so had
enough timefor cooking. They wanted meto
eat more. | told themthat | would besickiif |
ate more than what | was doing. My weight
could hit adangerous80kg i.e. 176 Ibs.

It is not the stomach that decides. The brain
should giveacommand to the somach to stop
eating when we are in the danger zone. Re-
member Proverbs 23, verse 2. No doubt daily
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exerciseslikeaonehour brisk wakinthemorn-
ing will do wonders. | know it, but | do not
gtrictly adhereto sucharoutine.

Rev. KhoshabaBuza, priest of thisparishis
sayinginhisown house. Somethreeyearsago
Cor-bishop Paulosand Rev. Dr. William Toma
were staying inthat house. Now both of them
moved out closer totheir parish churches. Cor-
bishop Paulosisthe Vicar of the St. George
Cathedral and Rev. Dr. William Tomaisthe
Vicar of . Sargis Churchwhichwasthe Ca
thedral until CatholicosPatriarch Mar Eshai
Shimun moved hisresidencefrom Chicagoto
San Francisco around 1954.

| spent one day with my sister Prabha's son
Chacko Cherian Poothicote whom we call
Chiku. Heisan IT specidist. Hiswife Smitha
worksfor IBM. The other house| stayedin
wasthat of Sanil, son of my younger brother
Windsor. Sanil Mookenisan IT Managerin
Tech Lighting Co. in Skokie. Sanil and hiswife
Mariyaareactivemembersof St. John Church
inChicago.

On Saturday 16 July Juliet Kashaand her son
Ramsen cameto St. Mary Church and took
meto their home. | had stayed in that home
whenthelate Bishop Poulose Mar Pouloseand
mysalf went to attend theHoly Synodin 1997.

On Sunday 17 July Sanil Mooken drovemeto
St. George Cathedra at H.H. Mar DinkhalV
Boulevard. The parish priest Cor-Bishop
Paulos, Deacon Dadway and others assisted
me. The Cathedral wasamost full. Santhosh
Nadakavukaren and his wife Sumathi were
there. Both their children werebaptizedinthis
church. But they could not comethistimeas
they were spending summer vacation with
grandpaand grandmain Cochin. A new comer
wasLigeo Joy, sonof Mr. |.G Joy, Chairman
of theBoard of Central Trusteesin India

Wehad breskfastinthehdl after Holy Qurbana.
Cor-episcopaannounced that anybody want-
ingto givedonationtothelndian Church could
giveittotheofficeand hewould hand thetotal

amount to me. Thusthey gave us $2500. The
latter, dlong with the $500 which St. Mari
Church, Yonkers presented me, was handed
over tothe Trusteesfor building the Assyrian
Conventin Thrissur. Thetotal cost of thefirst
floor of theAssyrian Convent is3million Ru-
peesor $69,000. If amiracle happenswe can
completethefirst floor which can accommo-
dateeight nuns. Now we have only three nuns.

Two O’ Clock and Twelve
O’ Clock

The CatholicosPatriarch wasaway visting par-
ishesin New York and New Britain when |
reached Chicago. One day after HisHoliness
returned to Chicago hissecretary Rev. Antwan
L atchin telephoned to inform me that my ap-
pointment with the Patriarch isat two o’ clock
and lunch. | heard twelve o’ clock and Rev.
Khoshaba Buza drove me from St. Mary
Church, Rosdleto Morton Grove. Astherewas
an accident ontheway therewassomedelay in
traffic. | prayed to God to help ustoreach the
Patriarchate ontime. Yes! We madeit 2 min-
utes beforetwelve 0’ clock. We were ushered
intothesitting room.

I noticed somedelay there. Later | understood
that | was expected thereonly at two o’ clock.
Then | understood that two o’ clock twelve
0’ clock sounded very close. During our inter-
view | was ableto present atyped report from
thetimeof thelast Holy Synod in January 2010
to July 2011 to the Catholicos Patriarch. His
Holiness blessed the plaqueto befixed onthe
building of Assyrian Convent for the Mart
Mariam Sisterswhichisbeing builtin Thrissur,
India. | aso submitted the reports of the two
Episcopas under me, namely Mar Yohannan
Yosephand Mar Awgin Kuriakose.

HisHolinesswas happy to hear about the con-
struction of theMar TimotheusMetropolitan |1
Arcadewhichisacommercial complex. The
rent from thisbuilding will be used entirely to
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help old menin our Church who will need fi-
nancid assstancefor thair living. Thislandwas
donated by the late C.J. Mathunny Master
whose only son Jose had died young. | al'so
reported about the progresswe aremaking in
the Seminary 10 kmsfrom Thrissur inthe 52
acreland donated by late AthlethaO.T. Inasu.
ThereisaRubber Estate which will givein-
come after twoyears.

O’'Hareto JFK Airport in
New York

On 20July I went to New York and wasre-
ceived by John Thermadam at JFK airport. |
stayed inhishomewhich | had blessed in my
previoustrip ayear earlier.

John Thermadam’ sfather isthefirst cousin of
late Mar Timotheus M etropolitan || who died
on6August 2001. Thenext day wewent toan
Indian restaurant run by Samuel Pananchery. |
had agood Indian meal in hisrestaurant.

On Friday | had breakfast inthe house of Rev.
George Sulaiman, our priestin Yonkers. Re-
cently hehad attained amaster’ sdegreein pas-
toral work. Heisdoing excellent work in that
parish. Heiskeeping good contact with thefam-
ily of Geevarghese Emmatty and Samuel
Pananchery who are morefrequent in attend-
ing thisparish. Mr. Ivan Mirzaisawaysen-
couraging Indian membersto comeand attend
theAssyrianservice.

On Sunday July 24 | baptized Alyssa, daugh-
ter of Miki, son of Geevarghese Emmatty of
New Jersey after celébrating the Holy Qurbana
in St. Mari Church in Yonkers, New York. |

hed doneseverd baptismsfor that family inNew
Dehi and New York.

| also had to baptize the twins (aboy and a
girl) of Timmy M ookenwhosegrandfather was
Thimothy Mooken, brother of M.O.
Thomakutty, afamous|eader of theAssyrian
ChurchinIndiawhen| wasayoungster. | re-

member when | first met the present Catholicos
Patriarchin 1967 inYonkers, New York (when
the Patriarch wasan Episcopaand | wasapriest,
both 44 yearsolder now) heasked me“How is
M ooken Thomakuity ?”

On Saturday before baptism | had movedtothe
houseof Jiju, niece of Geevarghese Emmatty. It
wasthefirst birthday of her second child. The
celebration wasin the Orthodox Church. Jiju’'s
husband Rgjan Cheeranisan advocate. Rgjan's
mother Elisaisthefirst cousin of Rev. Timothy
Pananchery whowas 95 yearsold when hedied,
creating arecord for thelongevity for our clergy
inIndia. Therecord for longevity inour univer-
sd churchisthat of thegrandfather of our present
CatholicosPatriarch, Rev. Benyaminwholived
up to 105.

Eighth Visit to UAE Parish

OnWednesday 27 July | reached Dubai Airport.
| had celebrated Holy Qurbanain Dubai inApril
2005 inaugurating the UAE Mart Mariam Par-
ish. It wasin the Mar Thoma Churchin Jabal
Ali. Later we rented achapel in &t. Martin’s
Anglican Churchin Sharjahin Yarmook area
wheremany other churchesaresituated. After
thefirst Holy Qurbanal visited theparishonsix
other occasons Thisthereforewastheeighttime
| wasvisiting UAE to conduct Holy Qurbana.
Thepreviousvisit wasin March 2010.

Thefirgt baptism organizedin Sharjah Parishwas
on 13 June 2008 along with my birthday cel-
ebration. HannaMaria(Tressia) was baptized
a Mart Mariam UAE Parish (daughter of Leans
and Bindu Chakola) by Rev. Simon Emmatty
and Rev. Victor Kollannur. That wasthetime
when Deacon Sachin Timothy joined the parish
of UAE asassistant Vicar and continuesin that
capacity, dthough hewaspromoted asfull priest
inIndiain January 2009.

One and a half years |ater, a second baptism
took place in January 2010 when Catholicos
Patriarch Mar DinkhalV cameto UAE parish
whilereturning from Indiaafter consecrating two
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Indian bishops. This baby was that of Paul
Varghese Chakolaand Jiji.

On Friday 29 July | celebrated Holy Qurbana
in EmiratesNationa School; thesameplaceas
my previous visits. Our rented chapel in St.
Martin’s Church where we conduct Holy
Qurbanaevery Friday can accommodate only
75 people.

We conducted baptism before the Holy
Qurbana. Not only Indiansbut Assyriansa so
came to attend the services. | was happy to
seeAprim Shapira, ZiaGeorge and hiswife,
Mr. Ward Zaia, Advocate Carman and
Carman’s mother could not come asshewas
sick. Mr Sadaand otherswerea so there. Mr.
Francisfrom Baghdad wasanew comer.

About 160 peoplewerethere. We had ameet-
ing to celebrate my 70" birthday asthiswas
my first visit sinceturning 70. | told themthat |
had celebrated even 71 yearsof lifelast June.
Beingadiabetic patient | do not liketo eat cake.
But why should | stop othersfrom eating cake
onmy behaf?

InDubai | stayedinthe houseof Paul Chakola
likelast time. HiswifeJiji, daughter Diyaand
son Wardu enjoyed my company. Diya, only
eleven year old, taught me something about
Facebook on the computer. For her 11" birth-
day afew days later she wrote her wish on
Facebook: ‘| want to be amillionaire!” She
designed the cover page of ForbesMagazine
and pasted her pictureonit. Thereisnolimitto

our dreams.
NEWS

Three Episcopas in Mar Thoma
Church
Three new bishops were consecrated in
Tiruvalla Kerdaon Saturday August 13 by Dr.
Joseph Mar ThomaM etropolitan, head of the
onemillion strong Mar ThomaSyrian Church,
raising the number of prelatesto 13.

Condolence
Our Condolences to the Badal, David and
Yacoub Familieswholost their childrenin Ver-

na Fal, YosemiteNationd Park, Caiforniain
July 2011.

His Beatitude Mar George
Alenchery

H.B. Mar George Alenchery was elected by
the Holy Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church
and was consecrated asthe Mg or Archbishop
of the Syro-Maabar Church which has 3.6
millionmembers. H.B. isalsotheMetropolitan
of Ernakulam and Ankamaly. Heis successor
tolate Cardinal Mar Varkey Vithayathil.

Assisi Day of Prayer, 2011

His Holiness Pope Benedict hasinvited His
HolinessMar DinkhalV to attend theAssisi
Day of Prayer inItaly on October 27 and 28.
AsHisHolinessisbusy with theApaostolic So-
journtoAustraliain September and October,
HisHolinessdeputed Mar Aprem Metropoli-
tan, Bishop Mar AwaRoyal and Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam Tomato represent theA ssyrian Church of
the East. The samedelegationwill bein Rome
attending the Internationa CongressonthelL.it-
urgy of theApostlesMar Addal and Mar Mari.

Demise of the Mother of Mar
Meelis M etropolitan

The Voice of the East offers condolence to
HisBeatitude Mar MedlisZaiaAM, Metro-
politan of Australia, New Zealand and L eba-
non on the demise of hismother Maryam Zaia
in August 2011 in Cdlifornia. The late Mar|
Abimalek Timotheus of Mar Bhisho, Metro-
politan of Indiawasher uncle. Praying for the
reposeof her soul and comfort for the bereaved
family.

S. Hurmizd Assyrian

Primary School

Twinstudentsof S Hurmizd Assyrian Primary|
School, Marel and MarlenaOraha, have pub-
lished their first book.

Thebook, entitted My Best Friend’sEnemy
isaGhost, wasoriginally drafted by the 11-
year-old twinssmply for amusement.

“| just wanted to write abook becausewe' re
usually bored at home, and we don’'t have
Facebook likealot of our friends, sowejust
sarted writing it and found that weenjoyedit,”
saidMard.
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! Mar Aprem Metropolitan with Choir Team after the Holy Mass -\n
at Mar Gewargls Cathedral Chlcago on 18 July 2011 .




Mar Aprem Metropolitan with U.A.E. Parish Members after the Holy
Qurbana in Sh uly 2011
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