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Editorial

His Holiness the late Mar Dinkha IV, Catholicos-Patriarch
September 1935 – March 2015

The Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, His Holiness Khanania Mar Dinkha
IV passed into eternal life on 25 March 2015 at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota,
United States of America. His body was brought to Chicago and was buried in Montrose Cemetery
where His Beatitude the late Mar Narsai De Baz Metropolitan had been buried in February
2010. The viewing service was held at St Andrews Church and the final burial service was held
in the St George Cathedral in Chicago. The late Catholicos-Patriarch was living in Morton
Grove in the suburb of Chicago for the past 35 years.

The late Catholicos-Patriarch was born in Darbandoki near Harrir in North Iraq (above Erbil),
the city of our forefathers since the early centuries. His Holiness was looking forward to go to
Erbil and reside there where a Patriarchal Headquarters was built by the Kurdistan Regional
Government in Iraqi Kurdistan. A representative of the Kurdistan Regional Government spoke
at the condolence meeting after the burial service. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Chicago
was present at the service and he read out the condolence message of His Holiness Pope Francis
personally and presented it to His Beatitude Mar Aprem Metropolitan, the Patriarchal Vicar
who is the temporary head of the Church until a new Catholicos-Patriarch is elected and
consecrated.

Other notable guests included: an Archbishop of the Chaldean Catholic Church based in Baghdad,
an Archbishop of the Syriac Orthodox Church representing Patriarch Mor Ignatius Aphrem II of
Damascus, His Beatitude Mar Toma Gewargis of Mosul and His Grace Mar Gewargis Younan of
the Ancient Church of the East (Old Calendar) amongst others. Priests from the Indian Orthodox
Syrian Church were also present. At the same time, condolence messages were received from the
Russian Orthodox Church and the Secretary-General of the United Nations. All Bishops and
Archbishops of the Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East were present except for His
Grace Mar Afram Athneil, Bishop of Syria, who could not leave the Khabur region in north-
eastern Syria where armed terrorist groups are presently waging a campaign of persecution against
Christians and others in the region.

May Almighty God bring peace and harmony to the Assyrian Christians who have been subjected
to persecution for centuries.

Mar Aprem Metropolitan
Patriarchal Vicar
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His Holiness Pope Francis’s Letter to
Dr. Mar Aprem Metropolitan
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Meeting of Prelates
Mar Aprem Metropolitan, senior Metropolitan of the Assyrian Church of the East presided over
a meeting of the Council of Bishops and made temporary arrangements for the future functioning
of the Church. A meeting of all prelates has been summoned to meet in Erbil, Iraq on 2 June
2015 to elect the new Catholicos-Patriarch.
It is understood that the consecration of the new Patriarch will not take place in June.  A final
decision on the date of consecration will be made when the prelates meet in June to elect the
Patriarch.
Editor’s Note: For those intending to attend the consecration, please do not come in June
2015. The dates and arrangements for the consecration will be announced after the meeting of
the Council of Bishops in June. The consecration may be held as late as September.

Cor-Bishop in Moscow, Russia
It is glad news that His Beatitude Mar Gewargis Sliwa, Metropolitan of Iraq and Russia have
raised The Rev’d Fr Samano, the priest of St Mary’s Church Moscow to the rank of Cor-
episcopa (Cor-bishop) in Russia. As there is no resident bishops of the Assyrian Church of the
East in Russia the people requested that they may have a Cor-episcopa when His Holiness the
late Mar Dinkha IV, Catholicos-Patriarch visited Russia in May - June 2014. The Rev’d Fr
Samano had come from Iraq and married and settled down in Moscow. His mother-in-law,
Ludmila Khoshaba is a noted Assyrian singer who had created professional recordings of Assyrian
songs.

Call to Unity
In January 1964 Patriarch Mar Eshai Shimon sent an order of suspension on Mar Thoma Dharmo,
Metropolitan of India who was carrying a campaign against hereditary succession in Episcopal
families.  This led to the establishment of a rival Patriarchate in September 1968 in Baghdad.
In 1973 Patriarch Mar Eshai Shimon resigned.  Legal cases and discussions continued.  Soon
after the suspension in 1964 Patriarch Mar Shimon adopted Gregorian Calendar.  The Church
in the Middle East and India was split.
When Patriarch Mar Eshai Shimon was shot dead on 6 November 1975 attempts were made
to  reunite our Church.  In October 1976 when a new Patriarch was to be elected some bishops
had already expected to have a combined Synod of bishops from both groups.  Others said that
let us elect a successor to Late Mar Eshai Shimon and they worked for peace and unity.
In 1984 Patriarch Mar Dinkha and Patriarch Mar Addai met in Chicago and made proposals
for merger.  But it did not succeed.  In 1990 the Synods of both group meeting in Baghdad
proposed a committee of 4 Metropolitans (two each) to make proposals for merger.  Meanwhile
the Iraq – Kuwait problem started in October 1990 and communication became difficult.  In
January 1991 H. H. Mar Dinkha IV was invited to India.  The Unity talks did not reach any
conclusion.
As the Unity was delayed the Indian Church decided to unite to avoid money being wasted in
civil courts.  In 1995 Mar Aprem came to meet H. H. Mar Dinkha IV to bring unity in the Indian
Church.  As a result unity came on November 13, 1995 in India.

Now is the opportune time for unity for the rest of the world.
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India Church News
His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV Assyrian Convent

An Assyrian convent for the nuns of our Church in India was a dream of late Catholicos-Patriarch
Mar Dinkha IV.  During the Patriarchal Council in Chicago in 1996 His Holiness asked Mar
Aprem Metropolitan to start a convent for sisters (nuns) in the Church, as Mar Gewargis Sliwa,
Metropolitan of Iraq and Russia had just started at the time in Baghdad. In 1997 Jincy Othottil
a young Sunday school teacher from Mar Mathai Shleeha Parish, Marottichal came forward to
dedicate her life for this noble cause.
We had no place for the new sister to stay and continue her study. Mahila Samajam General
Secretary K.D. Mariyam offered a place for her to live and continue her study. Fortunately after
2 years of her Master’s in Commerce (M.Com.) she was admitted to the St. Ephrem Ecumenical
Research Institute in Kottyam where she spent two years for a Master’s Degree in Syriac and 4
years for Ph.D. degree with the same institution.
After the search for a suitable place for the convent a piece of land close to our Mar Timotheus
Orphanage was earmarked. For many reasons, progress was delayed. However, finally we are
able to start the construction of the building. This two storied convent will cost 6 million Indian
Rupees (around one lakh US Dollar, as one dollar is equivalent to 60 or 61 Indian Rupees).
Anybody willing to donate to this building named after H.H. Mar Dinkha IV can write to
hgmaraprem@gmail.com. You can donate to this convent through our churches in USA to get
tax benefits. The church can then transfer the fund to Central Trustees, Church of the East, India.
The name and photos of the donors will be displayed on the walls of this convent building. Those
living in Australia and wishing to donate to the Convent project can also write to Joseph Haweil
at joseph_haweil@yahoo.com.au.

Silent Funeral Procession
I am glad to hear the comments of the Assyrian friends who watched on YouTube the Silent
Funeral Procession held in Thrissur. Although all three Indian prelates were in Chicago, the
priests and Trustees of the Church in India organized this orderly procession.  Even the Bishop
of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, Mar Raphael Thattil walked in front of this procession.
The people marched wearing white clothes and holding placards with photo of H.H. Mar Dinkha
IV. The late Catholicos-Patriarch loved the Indian Church and the Indian Church loved him.
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“Let your deeds glorify your Father in heaven” - Matthew 5:16

‘Memorial Day Feast’ on 1 May 2015
Fifteen thousand members participated in the Memorial Lunch in memory of the late bishops of
India as well as the Catholicos Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV. The venue was the Chaldean Syrian
Higher Secondary School ground where H.H. Mar Dinkha IV conducted the consecration of
two Indian bishops in January 2010. This was on 1st May 2015 as done every year.  Mar Aprem
Metropolitan spoke about these prelates who had worked hard for the Indian Church.
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