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Editorial
A New Bishop in England

His Grace Mar AwrahamYoukhaniswas recently consecrated as the Assyrian Church of the
East’s first Bishop of Western Europe. His Episcopal See will be based in London, England.
This has brought great joy to the Church of the East community in England and indeed elsewhere
in Western Europe.

The relationship of the Assyrian Church of the East and the Church of England is a little less
than 200 years old.  In the first half of the 19th century the Royal Geographical Society of
England made explorations to the mountains in Mesopotamia in search of oil. While they found
their desired treasure, they also came across a people called the Assyrians living in the mountains
under the leadership of their hereditary Patriarchs known by the name Mar Shimun.Thus this
hitherto unknown and ancient Christian community came into contact with the Church of England.

An English Anglican missionary, The Rev’dGeorge Percy Badger visited these mountain Christians
in 1842 and wrote a book in two volumes entitled ‘The Nestorians and Their Rituals’ in 1852.
This sparked ongoing interest in the Assyrian people of the region. Edward White Benson,
Archbishop of Canterbury between1883 – 1896sent aMission to the region in June 1886.

A.J. Maclean and W.H. Browne were missionaries who interacted with Catholicos-Patriarch
Mar RuwelShimun, the successor to Catholicos-Patriarch Mar AwrahamShimun who suffered
much during the attack of Bedr Khan Beg in 1842.  In 1903 Mar RuwelShimun died and Mar
Benyamin Shimun (later martyred) became the Patriarch. Some of these names are forgotten by
the present generation. Now these three worthy names are honoured and remembered having
been taken on by three members of the present Holy Synodof the Assyrian Church of the East;
being, Mar Awa Royel (Ruwel), Bishop of California and two Assyrian-Australians consecrated
in recent years: Mar Benyamin Elya, Bishop of Victoria and New Zealand and now Mar
AwrahamYoukhanis, Bishop of Western Europe.

The Assyrian Church of the East established a parish dedicated to St Mary in Hanwell (close to
Ealing), London since 1987 and the Assyrian Society of the United Kingdom has a community
facility in Ealing. His Grace Mar AwrahamYoukhanis is the first Assyrian Church of the East
Bishop in the United Kingdom. Until his consecration, England was under the episcopal
leadership of His Grace Mar OdishoOraham, now-Bishop of Scandinavia and Germany whose
Episcopal See is in Stockholm, Sweden.

In 1962 I conducted Ramsha(evening) prayers assisted by Mr AprimKellaita, son of The Rev’d
Joseph Kellaitha. Mr Aprim’s wife Hanna was the younger sister of Esther, mother of the late
Catholicos-Patriarch Mar EshaiShimun. These are happy memories of  58 years ago.

May God bless the Diocese of Western Europe and guide the holy journey of the new and
active young Bishop Mar AwrahamYoukhanis.

Mar Aprem Metropolitan
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International News

Holy Synod 2019
On Monday 13 May 2019 the Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East commenced its
deliberations in the city of Ankawa, Erbil under the presidency of His Holiness Mar Gewargis
III Sliwa, Catholicos-Patriarch and prelates of the Assyrian Church of the East.

The commencement of the Synod was preceded by the celebration of the Holy Qurbana by
His Beatitude Mar Aprem, Metropolitan of India and the UAE who was assisted by His
Grace Mar AwginKuriakose, Bishop of India at St John the Baptist Cathedral, Ankawa.

This Synod convened for five days. On Wednesday 15 May the altar of the newly built St
George Church in Diana was also be consecrated.

This Synod is the second to be convened under the leadership of His Holiness Mar Gewargis
III Sliwa following his election as Catholicos-Patriarch on 18 September 2015, after the
passing into eternal sleep of His Holiness the late Mar Dinkha IV, Catholicos-Patriarch of
blessed memory.

Episcopal Consecration of Mar Awraham
Youkhanis for Western Europe

The Assyrian Church of the East’s St Hurmizd’s Cathedral in Greenfield Park was the site
of a major milestone for the Assyrian community and the Archdiocese on Sunday 26 May
2019.

Prelates of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East gathered to consecrate
Reverend Archdeacon NarsaiYoukhanis, the bishop-elect for the Church’s diocese of Western
Europe to be based in London.

The Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East in Iraq, His Holiness Mar Gewargis III
Sliwa was joined by eight other prelates from across the world for the consecration.

Thousands of parishioners and members of local council and parliament attended the official
service in the morning.

The church held a celebratory dinner at Edessa Reception in the evening for the newly
consecrated bishop, who will be known as His Grace Mar AwrahamYoukhanis.

The new bishop, who has been a priest for nine years doing youth work in the local
community, will make his way to London in late June to start his work in the church for the
Western Europe diocese.
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The prelates present for the consecration were:

· His Eminence Mar MeelisZaia AM, Metropolitan of Australia, New Zealand and
Lebanon.

· His Grace Mar Awa Royel, Bishop of California.
· His Grace Mar YoukhananYousip, Bishop of India.
· His Grace Mar AwginKuriakose, Bishop of India.
· His Grace Mar Narsai Benjamin, Bishop of Iran.
· His Grace Mar Paulus Benjamin, Bishop of Eastern USA.
· His Grace Mar AbrsYoukhanan, Bishop of Erbil and Patriarchal Vicar.
· His Grace Mar Benyamin Elya, Bishop of Victoria and New Zealand.
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Indian Archdiocese News

Holy Qurbana in Vellore
Fr. Denny Thalokaraen and Deacon Thimothy from Chennai and Mar Aprem Metropolitan
celebrated the Holy Qurbanaatthe College Chapel of the Christian Medical College on
Sunday June 30, 2019.  The Metropolitan had come from Thrissur to attend the CMC Council
Meeting along with Bishop Dr. Mar Yohannan Yoseph on 28 and 29 June.  Dr. John Jose
MBBS, MD, DM of the Cardiology Department lead the organisation of sponsored students
meeting on 29 June along with the two prelates of our Church.  This is the first time separate
group for sponsored students.  Up to now we were sitting along with the Orthodox Church
group.

Ordination of DeaconSinto Jose Poonjokaran
The ordination of Deacon Sintoto the rank of Qashisha (Priest)has been fixed for Saturday 3
August 2019 at Mar Timotheus Church, Nellikkunnu, Thrissur. He had completed B.D.
course in Faridabad Seminary near New Delhi of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church.  During
the last four years Deacon Sinto has been serving St. Stephen’s Church in New Delhi assisting
Fr. K.A. Mohan.
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Proclamation in India
The announcement of the news of the canonization of Mar Abimalek Timotheus Metropolitan
as a saint of the Assyrian Church of the East is planned in a grand manner in India.

Prelates Back to India
All three Indian prelates who attended the Holy Synod in Erbil on May 12-19 have returned
to Trichur. The two Episcopas (Mar Yohannan and Mar Awgin) went to attend the consecration
of the Bishop of Western Europe Mar AwrahamYohannis on 26 May in Sydney, Australia.
Mar Awgin also visited Melbourne, Victoria and New Zealand while returning from Australia.
In both Melbourne and New Zealand he celebrated the Holy Qurbana.

Holy Qurbana in Qatar
Mar Aprem Metropolitan and Mar Awgin Kuriakose Episcopa conducted Holy Qurbana
on May 10 at the Mar Thoma Syrian Church in Doha, Qatar.

Women Youth’s Association - India

The Women Youth’s Association Central committee started their long cherished project-
“Students Education Helping Project”- in 2009. Every year we used to admit around 25
students in this project for their 5 years study programme from 8th to 12th standard from
poor families of various parishes of our Indian archdiocese. Now 6 batches of students
(160 students) has already completed their studies (from 8th to +2 courses) under this
project and some of them from our first batch have completed their post graduations and
some of them are married and some of them are working. We are very happy to see such
developments in their lives all through these years. And we should praise our Lord Almighty
for giving us such an opportunity to help them in one way or another for the last eleven
years. May the Lord help us to render this service without any interruption and hope that
with the help of our Church people we can continue it.

This year we have 138 students studying in different grades. We are supporting Differently-
abled students without considering their age. We also like to help some students who are
studying for professional course from very low economic back ground.

We have appointed 30 caretakers (ladies from our various parishes) to support this
educational project. We are giving them 4 or 5 students each and they will contact these
students and support them physically and mentally. They are doing a great work always
motivating our students. They devote time, money for them and have a lot of concerns for
these kids.  We are giving some orientation classes, personality development and carrier
guidance to these kids.
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The main Gen. Convener of this project is Mrs. Liji Thomas (Former Gen Secretary) and
the joint-Conveners are VishyTharyan, Geemol Joseph, Gigi Chacko, Limsy Johnson and
BinuJoshy. They are rendering their service to this project abundantly. Our present Central
Executive committee (Mrs Shinu Powel- Gen. Secretary) members are supporting them to
render this service. We are spending approximately 5000 rupees for each student in a year,
for the purpose we started one specific account at South Indian Bank, High Road Branch,
under the Name of “Students Education Fund” and its A/c No is 0860 05300001071.
  
On 26th May, 2019 we distributed the school kits and fees to those who are enlisted in this
project. And our Patron H.B. Dr Mar ApremThirumeni presided over this function and
Chairman Mr. Tenny C.L and Vice Chairman Dr. RishyEmmatty felicitated the same. Dn. V
V Joseph, Director ALDI gave a lecture to promote the kids and their parents to improve
their level in academic and social status. We congratulated our ex-coordinator and former
Gen Secretary Mrs BinuJoshy on the same occasion of being elected as a member of the
Board of Central Trustees of our archdiocese.
    
We take this opportunity to request your help and support for this educational project. We
would like to thank all parishes who are supporting us and especially Marth Mariam parish
UAE, our main supporters of education project in last many years. We are also getting
support from our church members who are living here and there.  Our Assyrian people from
abroad especially the Australians are supporting a lot to this project. Thank you very much
for your financial support for our Students Education Programme.

Sr JincyOthottil (President W.Y.A.)

Shekeinah
A new news channel for the propagation of news concerning the activities of Christian
communities has started near Thrissur.

Second Auditorium
The second fully air-conditioned auditorium of our Church in India has been constructed in
the compound of the Mar Yonan Church about ten miles north of Thrissur.  Engineer Paul
Jacob Vengassery, who is the parish representative from that parish as well as the Vicar Fr.
Sunny S.Koola of that parish ought to be congratulated for constructing such a beautiful
auditorium at a cost of about 15 Million Rupees (i.e., one and half Crore Rupees). It is
believed that the loans taken from the banks will be paid back within the coming 5 years.
After 5 years, this small parish will be self sufficient financially.

MACE
The Men’s Association of the Church of the East has started its activities in various branches.
They have planted trees in all our church compounds. Mr. Anto D. Ollullaran, the new
general secretary of MACE has explained the vision 2050. The purpose of this plan is to
help train our young people to get employed in the key posts of the government. At present
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we do not have our church people in the key posts of the government. Our Vision 2050
gives a new initiative to strengthen our church’s presence in Kerala. We request our people
who retired from service (aged 60), to give their spare time for the benefit of our younger
generation.

V.B.S.
The Vacation Bible School has been conducted in an organised manner under the leadership
of Fr. Vinod Thiomothy, the general secretary of our Sunday School. He is also the Vicar of
the Mar Yohannan Mamdhana parish.

Terrorist attack in Sri Lanka
The Chaldean Syrian Church members honoured and prayed for the victim of the terrorist
attack in Sri Lanka, the neighbouring country of India at the Easter Sunday.  There was also
a special prayer for the wounded persons. The commemoration held near the Corporation
office of Trichur by the Men’s Association of Chaldean Syrian Church of the East. H. L.
Mar Awgin Kuriakose lighted the candle and showered the flowers after the prayer and
speech.  The President of Men’s Association Rev. Fr. Jose Jacob Vengassery, Youth
Association President Rev. Fr. Michael Valluvanthra, Vicar General Rev. Fr. K R Inasu,
Rev. Fr. Binu Ponokaran, Women’s Association General Secretary Shinu Powel, General
Secretaries  Sojan P John and Anto D Ollukaran spoke at the function.

New Office Bearers of Youth’s Association
1. President - Fr. Michael Valluvanthra
2. Vice President - Mr. MereejThimothy
3. General Secretary - Mr. Sojan P. John
4. Joint Secretary - Mr. Jimreeves Solomon
5. Treasurer - Roy John (Nellikkunnu)

New Central Trustees
The elected trustees for the year 2019-22 are the following:

1. Tenny C. L. (Chairman) 2. Dr. Rishy Immatty (Vice Chairman)
3. A. M. Antony 4. James Ukken
5. Sajan Mambilly 6. Paul Parppukara
7. Mrs. Binu Joshy 8. MereejThimothy
9. Joshy Antony

The newly elected Central Trustees took charge of the office at the front of the altar of the
Marth Mariam Cathedral, Thrissur on 6 May 2019.
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The Biography of Saint Mar Abimalek Timotheus Metropolitan
Translated from English to Syriac

To be continued.................
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