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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARIAT

STATEMENT OF THE HOLY SYNOD OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST
REGARDING THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 2024 OLYMPIC GAMES:

For Immediate Release

The Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East expresses its profound concern and disapproval
regarding the sacrilegious portrayal of the Last Supper in the recent Olympic opening ceremony held in
Paris, France.

This sacred event in the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which holds significant importance in the Christian
faith and tradition, has been presented in a manner that is viewed as blasphemous and irreverent. We
respectfully urge all parties involved to approach religious symbolism with the utmost respect and
sensitivity, fostering an environment of mutual understanding and respect for all beliefs.

We call upon the organizing committee of the 2024 Olympics to issue a formal apology for the inappropriate
portrayal, and to refrain in the future from engaging in actions that are derogatory towards the Christian

faith and community.

Given this 28™ day of July 2024; from the Secretariate of the Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East

In Christ the Lord,

+ Mar Benyamin Elya

By Grace: Bishop of Victoria and New Zealand &
Secretary of the Holy Synod.
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